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Like Snow, Like Silver:

The Luminous Xing Wares

AP IEENERPERFER FRBNERRERS - LEETNSKERNEERS °
NERERBERABEEEN (618-907)  EAAEE > EHREFE/N\HALNEZRET o B
KHESHE THRESE | - RERTENEI > FREELREEAR  BREREZFH
B (BESRKIRE ) MFhiIiESA o

REFEELHAE - MEALOTILEANEFENERESE - BRESHMEHR - RERAEN - B
LERE 5 ZRFER - BEMEL A DMEILT (386-581) o M LML PAVE
R - BRREFNRARREATENAE - MR HOEFTEEM NN st - (5
BER - EEN (681-618)  METERLE—LEBIRMNAE - BRAEHARRETE—
BNBERD  BHEPRER @ BXMER I RENREIIENT T - A ARBRE
BENFERABRIESRNREZ— - BREFOEFTFH - BERRERA - ER
BERnA—4EETEKERN—RE e - ZER - MELACRRSBENBRIE
R NREBIEENEE °

EMELESRT  BOBTRFN ‘B - W
wo B & AARERKREN—RHE
EHRANSTHEAR TR THNESR © 7
EETREABEEARNEENZETER °
‘BT FRAKR RBE T B TR
BARRTNEHEEABRERETARBEERN
B BN BIE WM ARAKAE
WA - % BN FHMBEERZMH "B
Bt HANER - ERMES "B FMHEY
B4 - ftH] - EESEEERYEREENE
f o BERE003FEMBRLBRT —¢ B BRAGERES

A Light Green glazed Leys Jar, Xing Ware, Tang Dynasty
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As one of the earliest true porcelain makers in China and the
world, the Xing kilns from Hebei province are most renowned
for their impermeable, thin-bodied white wares. Many lit-
erary sources recorded their praises for the luminous Xing
white porcelains in the Tang Dynasty (618-907), including
the eighth-century tea-master Lu Yu who described them as
“white as snow and bright as silver.” Their beauty was wide-
ly appreciated, and they were extensively exported to Iran,
Fostat (present day Cairo in Egypt) and Samarra in Iraq.
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A White Porcelain ‘Light-Transmitting’ Stem Cup,
Xing Ware, Sui Dynasty

h6.2x6cm
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Hong Kong Private Collection
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Archaeological surveys reveal that the Xing kilns were located in the Neigiu and Lincheng counties
within the present day Xingtai city in Hebei province. In addition to their famous white wares,
Xing potters also produced green, yellow, black and sancai [three-colour] wares. The history of
Xing white wares can be traced back to the Northern Dynasties (386-581) when primitive greenish
white wares were made by reducing the amount of iron in the glaze. These early white wares
required a slip to enhance their whiteness. In the Sui Dynasty (581-618), the Xing potters were
able to produce some thin-walled white porcelains, albeit for a very short time and in very small
quantity. These porcelains were so translucent that either liquid or objects inside the vessel was
visible when seen from outside. Pieces with this property, considered by Westerners to be one of



the criteria for the definition of true porcelain, are exceedingly rare from this period, with only a
few known. A stem cup of this rare type from a Hong Kong collector is included in this exhibition.
Xing potters finally perfected the production of fine white porcelains during the Tang Dynasty by
using high quality and highly refined raw materials fired at a high temperature.
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A number of Tang Dynasty Xing white wares had marks, such as “ying”, “hanlin” and “quan”.
The excavation of marked wares in Xi‘an from the sites of the Daming Palace and from a Bud-
dhist temple with imperial connections confirmed they were once precious court tributes. The
mark “ying" refers to “Da ying ku" meaning The Repository of Great Abundance. The pieces
bearing the “ying” mark were made as tributes destined for the said repository inside the palace.
“Hanlin" stands for the”Hanlin Academy”, which was located in the West City inside the Dam-
ing Palace. Those pieces marked “hanlin” were tributes destined for the Hanlin Academy. It is
extremely rare to find Tang Dynasty Xing wares bearing the “guan” character. In the past, aca-
demics would attribute pieces with “guan” character to Ding ware. However, with the discovery
of a group of bowl and dish fragments with such a mark at the Xing kiln site in 2003, people from
then on realized that Xing kiln also produced pieces with “guan” character. The “guan” [official]
character identifies products which were probably destined for the court. It may also have been
used on pieces commissioned by dignitaries outside the palace proper.

The current display for Asia Week Hong Kong
is an extraordinary assemblage of forty-three
good and rare Xing Wares produced in the
Sui, Tang and Five Dynasties. Amongst them
is a unique Five Dynasties white glazed ewer
with a “guan” mark inscribed on the foot,
which is similar to the piece in a collection in
China illustrated in One Thousand Years of
Xing Wares (Wenwu Publication, Beijing, Oc-
tober 2007, p. 139). It is not known whether
that ewer has a “guan” mark on it or not as
it was not indicated in the book. Another
piece, which is a jar, bears the rare “hanlin”
mark. This mark is particularly unusual as it
has a “water” radical on the left hand side of
the usual “han" character. In addition, there
are fifteen pieces with a “ying” character on
the base, fourteen being white and one being
yellow. This exhibition is presented with the
hope of illuminating their timeless beauty and
broadening the understanding of this little-
studied but important genre.
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K.Y. Fine Art A Yellow Glazed Jar, Xing Ware, Tang Dynasty
May 2013 h19.6 x 19 cm



B MERE ‘B FHEE

A Fine White Porcelain Jar and Cover,
Xing Ware, Tang Dynasty, inscribed
"ying" character on base

h20x15cm
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Hong Kong Private Collection
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A White Porcelain Lobed-shaped Covered Jar with Three Feet,
Xing Ware, Tang Dynasty

h13x 14 cm

L)

iR

B MEREER
A White Porcelain Box and Cover, Xing Ware,
Tang Dynasty
h12.8x15.6.cm —
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A Green glazed Porcelain Jar with Three Feet,
Xing Ware, Tang Dynasty
h7x8.5cm




E MEAE ‘B FEEWNH

A Fine White Porcelain Bow! with Jade-Bi
Shaped Ring Foot, Xing Ware, Tang
Dynasty, inscribed “ying” character on
base

h4x15cm
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A White Porcelain Lion, Xing Ware,
Tang Dynasty

h86x5.5cm
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A Fine White Porcelain Square Dish with Indented Corners
and Floral Design, Xing Ware, Tang Dynasty, inscribed
with “ying” character on base

h23x12x12cm
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A Fine Small White Porcelain Saucer
Dish of Rhombus Shape with Floral
Design, Xing Ware, Tang Dynasty,
inscribed with “ying” character
on base

h2x123x9cm
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A Large White Porcelain
Jar and Cover, Xing
Ware, Tang Dynasty,
inscribed “ying”
character on base

h 26.5 x 20 cm
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A White Porcelain Bow! with Undulating A Fine White Porcelain Tea Bowl, Xing
Rim, Xing Ware, Tang Dynasty Ware, Tang Dynasty

h9x15cm h7.6x12.7 cm
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A Large White Porcelain Jar and Cover, Xing Ware, Tang Dynasty,
inscribed “hanlin” mark on base

h20x16.3 cm
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A White Porcelain Ewer and Cover,
Xing Ware, Tang Dynasty, inscribed
“ying" character on base

h13.2x9cm
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A White Porcelain Ewer, Xing Ware,
Tang Dynasty

h16.7x12.2 cm



AR MEE “B” FTRERNE
A White Porcelain Ewer with Dragon Spout,
Xing Ware, Five Dynasties (907-960), inscribed
“guan” character on the foot

h24.5x 14.6 cm
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